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EEC, Third World Countries Extend Lome Accord 


AB1512173089 Paris AFP in English 1641 GMT 
15 Dec 89 


{Text} Lome, Dec 15 (AFP)}—The 12 European Eco- 
nomic Community members and 68 Third World coun- 
tries signed an agreement here Friday extending the 
Lome Accord on aid and trade for 10 years. 


The new accord will have a budget of 12 billion Euro- 
pean Currency Units (ECU’s) (14 billion dollars) for the 
first five years, with the funding to be renegotiated for 
the remaining five. This represents a 41 per cent increase 
over the previous Lome agreement, Lome [words indis- 
tinct] per cent in real terms. 


“No public aid development budget recently has seen 
such a steep increase,” the European Commission, the 
EEC executive, said. 


But Lesotho Planning Minister Michael Sefali, speaking for 
the 68 African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries, 
strongly criticised the EEC for not offering more money. 


The amount agreed in Lome IV “‘is below the legitimate 
expectations of the ACP countries, below what is laid 
down in the objectives of the (Lome) convention and 
below what the community’s means make it able to 
offer,” he said. 


He also urged the EEC countries to act rapidly to ease the 
poor countries’ debt burden, an area covered in only a 
limited fashion by the Lome agreement. 


“Our countries are being suffocated by the effect of the 
crisis,” Togo President Gnassingbe Eyadema said, 
noting that coffee prices had fallen 41 per cent, and 
cocoa prices 38 per cent, between 1980 and 1987. 


The EEC had raised its initial aid offer for the first five 
years by 100 million European Currency Units (ECU's) 
(114 million U.S. dollars) during negotiations on the 
accord signed in Togo on Friday after the ACP countries 
complained it was too low. 
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French Prime Minister Michel Rocard stressed that the 
EEC was keeping faith with “its pledges to its Third 
World pz-tners.” 


He also said that political and economic reforms in 
Eastern Europe would not turn the EEC’s attention away 
from the Third World, but would in fact enable the group 
to pay more attention to North-South relations because 
of the easing of East-West tensions. 


The 12 EEC members are to provide under Lome IV a 
total of 10.8 billion ECU’s in subsidies over five years 
and 1.2 billion ECU’s in loans to the European Invest- 
ment Bank. 


The accord also includes a further 165 million ECU's 
destined for overseas territories of EEC members and not 
the ACP, although they are included in the Lome Accord. 


For the first time, the accord includes support measures 
for countries on the painful road to economic restruc- 
turing, with 1.15 billion ECU’s (1.3 billion dollars) for 30 
such countries. The money will be used to finance 
measures to ease social hardships and pay for sorely- 
needed imports. 


Lome IV also includes a marked increase in subsidies to 
compensate the poorer countries for falls in raw mate- 
rials prices. 


The signing of the new Lome Accord officially marked 
the entry into the agreement of Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. Namibia is to be admitted once it has become 
independent. 


In Port-Au-Prince, businessmen welcomed Haiti’s inclu- 
sion, saying they expected it to bring them greater access 
to the European market and increased economic aid. 


Haiti is expected to receive some 120 million dollars in 
grants and loans under the agreement signed in Togo on 
Friday, according to official Haitian estimates. 


The EEC’s representative in Haiti said the simultaneous 
adhesion to the Lome Accord of both Haiti and the 
neighbouring Dominican Republic could help rap- 
prochement between the two countries on EEC-financed 
projects for the island in such areas as oads and dams. 
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Congo 


President Discusses Angola With U.S. Official 


AB1712220089 Paris AFP in English 1726 GMT 
17 Dec 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, Dec 17 (AFP)}—Washinton’s top 
African man, Herman Cohen, and Congolese President 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso have come up with fresh ideas to 
help get peace talks in Angola going again, Mr Cohen 
announced here Sunday. 


Mr Cohen, who is assistant secretary of state for African 
affairs, said after talks with General Sassou-Nguesso that 
the two planned to help Zaire’s President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, who has been mandated by African leaders to 
mediate between the warring parties. 


Speaking on Congolese radio, he said the United States 
and Congo were concerned at the deadlock brought 
about by the warring parties’ refusal to sit down at a 
negotiating table together. Talks have stalled following 
frequent violations of a June ceasefire. 


Last month, a U.S. plane carrying arms to rebels of Jonas 
Savimbi’s National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) crashed soon after takeoff from the 
Kamina military base in southern Zaire. 


The incident led the Central Committee of Congo's 
single ruling Workers’ Party (PCT) to protest against 
foreign interference threatening the security of Angola, 
but Mr Cohen stressed Sunday that as long as the war 
continued, the United States would support UNITA. 


Mr Cohen was in Gabon on Saturday, also partly to try 
to breathe new life into the Angoian peace process. 
Gabon and Congo are both members of the ‘group of 
eight’ Afmcan nations working for a settlement between 
the Luanda government and Mr Savimbi. 


In Kinshasa on Sunday, the Zairean news agency AZAP 
reported that Angolan Politburo member Afonso Van 
Dunem was in the capital with a team from the ruling 
People’s Liberation Movement (MPLA-PT) with a to 
seal a cooperation pact with with Zaire’s single People’s 
Revolutionary Movement (MPR). 


They were joined late Saturday by Angolan Deputy Foreign 
Minister Venancio de Mura, who flew in for a visit of 
several days, but did not say why. AZAP put the trip down 
to the regular consultations between the two countries. 


Prime Minister Presents Proposed 1990 Budget 


AB1512161589 Paris AFP in French 1635 GMT 
14 Dec 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 14 Dec (AFP)}—Congo’s 1990 budget 
totals 251,134 billion CFA francs (Fr5.02 billion) com- 
pared to 235,833 billion CFA francs (Fr4.7 billion) for 
last year for a 6.49 percent increase, official sources 
announced yesterday in Brazzaville. This rise—resulting 
from an increase in the operating budget (193,600 billion 
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CFA francs compared to 57,534 billion CFA francs 
allocated to investment)—is explained by an increase in 
the estimates for oil revenues, which will increase to 
76,900 billion CFA francs in 1990, compared to 39,600 
billion in !989, Congolese Prime Minister Alphonse 
Poaty-Souchlaty explained while submitting the budget 
for consideration by parliament. 


The estimates are based on the assumption that the dollar 
exchange rate will ultimately stabilize at 310 CFA francs 
(Fr6.2), and the price per barrel of oil at $16, Mr Poaty- 
Souchlaty said, stressing however that oil production will be 
maintained at its present level of 7.5 million metric tons. 
This budget increase is also accounted for by the increase in 
the tax on oil companies, which will amount to 30.9 trillion 
CFA francs in 1990 compared to the 1989 figure of 4.1 
trillion CFA francs. [figures as received] 


According to the estimates, the Congolese Government 
will also increase customs duties and charges as well as 
the domestic tax levied on the consumption of hydrocar- 
bons, thereby bringing the state 126.7 billion CFA 
francs. The Congolese prime minister added that 62.5 
billion CFA francs will go into servicing the country’s 
debt of 1,000 billion CFA francs. 


In the area of investment, the 57,534 billion CFA francs 
earmarked will be used to finance projects scheduled for 
the Ist year of the 1990-1994 economic and social action 
program, the implementatiopn of which will require 
256.7 billion CFA francs from the state and 400 billion 
CFA francs from the private sector. 


Congo expects to receive about 18.5 billion CFA francs in 
foreign loans, while the remainder will be covered by 
contributions from firms and donations under the budget, 
Mr Poaty-Souchlaty stated, and urged heads of government 
institutions to observe strict financial discipline. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Mbasogo Attends Bangui Summit, Returns 


AB1612113889 Malabo Domestic Service in Spanish 
0600 GMT 15 Dec 8&9 


[Excerpt] President Obiang Nguemma Mbasogo, head of 
state and founding chairman of the Democratic Party of 
Equatorial Guinea, returned to Malabo yesterday after- 
noon from Bangui, the capital of the Central African 
Republic. The head of state, along with some of his 
Central African counterparts, had attended the 25th 
summit of the Customs and Economic Union of Central 
Africa [passage omitted] 


Gabon 


Bongo Receives U.S. Assistant Secretary Cohen 
AB1512151989 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1230 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Herman Cohen, the U.S. assistant secretary for 
African Affairs, arrived last night in Libreville for an 
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official visit to Gabon. He was received this morning by 
President Omar Bongo, the Gabonese head of state. No 
details of their discussions were disclosed, but it is said 
that they related to the efforts being made to bring about 
peace in Angola, a process in which Gabon and the 
United States are involved. 


Rwanda 


Former Minister Jailed on Embezzlement Charges 


EA1512115089 Kigali Domestic Service in Swahili 
1445 GMT 14 Dec 89 


{Text} Kigali—Vincent Ruhamanya, the MP for Gikon- 
goro, was today jailed for 6 years after being found guilty 
of embezzling public funds. Joseph Kavaruganda, the 
chief justice, who read out the sentence, said that the 
defendant had also been fined 100,000 Rwandan francs. 


Another defendant, Louis Rwasibo, was sentenced to 5 
years in prison and a fine of 50,000 Rwandan francs. The 
third defendant, Emmanuel Rwasibo, was given a non- 
custodial sentence of 3 years and a fine of 50,000 
Rwandan francs. 


The 41-year-old Vincent Ruhamanya is MP for Gikongoro. 
He was once minister of finance and economy and a Central 
Committee member. At the time of his arrest, he was the 
director of the country’s oil company, Petrorwanda. 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Central Committee Recommends Multiparty System 


AB1612204789 Paris AFP in English 1942 GMT 
16 Dec 89 


[Text] Sao Tome, Dec 16 (AFP)}—The Central Com- 
mittee of the ruling party in Sao Tome and Principe has 
opted for a multi-party system in the island rpublic by 
approving a proposal to end the Liberation Movement’s 
leading role. 


A final statement issued Friday night after a special 
Central Committee meeting said the various institutions 
in the republic off West Africa would be directed to take 
into account this desire for change. 


The proposal was first put forward at a two-day party 
delegations’ meeting last weekend, and must now be 
approved by the third party congress due to be held in 
July, 1990. 


The statement recommended calling for a new constitu- 
tion introducing a muilti-party system, ending the Lib- 
eration Movement to two terms in office, and recog- 
nizing workers’ right to strike. 


The Central Committee statement also said it was 
“urgent” to move towards decentralizing institutions, 
notably within the executive elections. 
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President Manuel Pinto da Costa, who has dominated 
politics in this republic in the gulf of Guinea since 1975, 
was named to direct the committee to revise the consti- 
tution. Other members are Alda do Espirito Santo and 
Major Raul Braganca, respectively president and vice- 
president of the National Assembly. 


Mr. Pinto da Costa personally endorsed the changes at 
the start of the Central Committee session, to the dismay 
of the party’s conservative wing. 


Sao Tome and Principe has been a one-party state, 
though not professing Marxism, and small opposition 
groups function in exile. 


Zaire 


Joachim Chissano Arrives for ‘Few Hours’ Visit 


AB1712141589 Paris AFP in French 1031 GMT 
17 Dec 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, | 7 Dec (AFP}—Mozambican President 
Joachim Chissano arrived here this morning for a 
working visit that will last “a few hours,” it was learned 
from an official source in the Zairian capital. 


The Mozambican head ot siate was received on arrival at 
Ndjili Airport in Kinshasa by his Zairian counterpart, 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. The two men left for N’sele, 
some 40 km northeast of the capital, to hold their talks. 
The Zairian authorities gave no indications on the 
purpose of Chissano’s visit. 


Meets Mobutu 


AB1712223389 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 17 Dec 89 


[Text] There is no doubt that the Angolan problem has 
been extensively discussed in the past 48 hours in 
Kinshasa, the Zairian capital, where the Mozambican 
president arrived this morning on a few hours’ visit. His 
discussions with his Zairian counterpart, Marshal 
Mobutu Sese Seko, the chief mediator in the Angolan 
conflict, took place in N‘sele, 40 km from Kinshasa, the 
town in which the third summit on Angola had been held 
last September. 


Earlier, on 15 December, the Zairian head of state held 
talks with Herman Cohen, the American assistant secre- 
tary of state for African affairs. These talks were held a 
day earlier than his talks with the visiting Angolan 
external relations minister [as heard], Venancio de 
Mura, who arrived yesterday evening in Kinshasa on a 
several-day official visit. 


Moreover, it is noteworthy [words indistinct] other Angolan 
officials, including former Foreign Minister Alfonso Van 
Dunem Abinda, who is leading a delegation of the Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola [MPLA], the ruiing 
party in Angola. The delegation is charged with a mission to 
sign a cooperauon agreement with the Popular Movement 
of the Revolution, the sole party of Zaire. Yesterday 
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evening, Alfonso Van Dunem Mbinda expressed his grati- 
tude to the Zairian head of state for his mediation role 
between the Angolan Government id Jonas Savimbi's 
National Union for the To’al Independence of Angola 
[UNITA)]. The whole question is certainly to know whether 
all this diplomatic shuttling indicates a [word indistinct] of 
the peace process in Angola. In this regard, the American 
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assistant secretary. of siate for African affairs is rather 
pessimistic. Herman Cohen, who arrived yesterday evening 
in Brazzaville from Kinshasa, stated after his audience with 
Congolese President Denis Sassou-Nguesso that the peace 
negotiations between the Angolan Government and UNITA 
were stalemated and that they, President Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso and himself, were worried about it. 
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Kenya 


Moi Urges Self-Sufficiency in Food 
EA1612114989 Nairobi KNA in English 1425 GMT 
15 Dec 89 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 15 Dec (KNA)}—His excellency Pres- 
ident Daniel arap Moi today told agricultural experts in 
the country to use their expertise to exploit semiarid 
lands to increase food production. 


President Moi particularly wanted the experts to 
encourage Kenyans to increase production of indigenous 
food crops, which he said were resistant to diseases and 
drought. 


He said that there was also need to increase the produc- 
tion of cereals, such as wheat and rice, as the country had 
not exploited its full potential. 


President Moi noted that the coast region had a very 
high potential for growing of rice, adding that he was 
ready to seek expertise from outside the country in order 
to make the region fully productive. 


The president said that all Kenyans should strive to 
make the country self-sufficient in food, adding that a 
nation that cannot feed itself is no nation. 


President Moi was speaking during the second gradua- 
tion ceremony of Egerton University, where he conferred 
diplomas to 434 graduands. 


President Moi noted that with the current changes taking 
place in eastern Europe the rich nations of the world will 
divert their attention from Africa to Eastern Europe. 


He also thanked the American Government for assisting 
in the expansion of Egerton University, and urged them 
to continue doing so. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Rebels Say Fighting Spreading Around Hargeysa 
EA0912203789 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 9 Dec 89 


[Text] The attacks by the heroic justice-seeking Somali 
National Movement [SNM] forces in which they cap- 
tured Hargeysa, the country’s second capital, and its 
environs can never be concealed or denied as the mori- 
bund Mogadishu regime tried to do during the past 2 
days when it claimed it was in (?control) of Hargeysa. 
The claim is not surprising, however, because the regime 
has the suicidal habit of [words indistinct] but the world 
has tired of its lies. Nothing it says can be believed 
anymore. The SNM liberation fore .. whose objective is 
to complete the united struggle [w urds indistinct] ended 
their defensive action and attacked the bases of the 
enemy, as we reported earlier. 
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The liberation forces destroyed a unit of [word indis- 
tinct] Siad Barre’s so-called army, some of whom were 
killed or captured. Others escaped. They are in the 
mountains without transport and are still being hunted. 
The SNM liberation forces captured all the enemy’s arms 
and provisions, including heavy weapons, small arms, 
and transport. These new SNM attacks are not [word 
indistinct}, but were mounted according to a comprehen- 
sive plan. They are the last blow to topple the tribalistic 
regime of Siad Barre. This (?will happen soon), as 
well-informed people in the country realize. 


Government troops have joined the SNM. We inform 
you listeners that the fighting is now spreading into the 
areas west and east of Hargeysa town and is continuing 
in a [words indistinct]. According to latest reports, the 
SNM destroyed an enemy so-called army unit at Ceel 
Lahelay Bridge yesterday. Two enemy vehicles were 
burned and nine soldiers killed. Nine prisoners were 
captured. The remnants fled, but were followed by SNM 
forces, which killed 26 and wounded 15 of them. On the 
SNM side one was martyred and six wounded. 


SNM Rebels Claim ‘150 Enemy Soldiers’ Killed 


EA1512140889 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 14 Dec 89 


[Text] According to a confirmed report we have received 
from Awdal region, Somali National Movement [SNM] 
fighters launched an attack yesterday on the Mogadishu 
regime’s S5ist Brigade, which is based in Awdal region, 
dealing the enemy soldiers a devastating blow. The report 
further says that other enemy camps in the region were 
attacked and arms of various kinds seized from the fleeing 
enemy soldiers. These included 12 bazookas and 16 [word 
indistinct]. Two righteous fighters were martyred and nine 
others wounded. Some 150 enemy soldiers were killed 
during the operation. Our correspondent says that fighting is 
still raging west of the town of Borama. 


SNM Coast Guard Captures 3 Ships, Issues Warning 


EA1512191689 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[From the “Weekly News Analysis” 


[Text] Units of the Somali National Movement [SNM] 
Coast Guard on 5 December 1989 seized a ship flying a 
Panamanian flag along the Somali coast in the Red Sea. 
The ship, which was carrying [words indistinct] and a 
crew of 14—9 Somalis and 5 Italians—was heading for 
Berbera, Somalia, a major sea port of our country, which 
is still in the hands of the loyalist troops of the Mogad- 
ishu regime. 


The gallant SNM Coast Guard had earlier captured two 
ships and their crews, all heading for Berbera, and the total 
number of ships in the hands of the SNM to date is three. 


The SNM warns all shipping agencies not to cooperate 
with the dying regime of Mogadishu, because we shall 
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not be able to ensure the safety of ships and their crews 
from any dangers to which they may be exposed. 


SNM Radio on ‘Heavy Fighting’ in Central Regions 


EA1712202389 (Clandestine) Radio of the Somali 
National Movement in Somali 1500 GMT 17 Dec 89 


[Text] Our reporter in the battle zone reports that the 
Somali National Movement [SNM] fighters have been 
engaged in heavy fighting with loyalist troops of the 
Mogadishu regime in the central regions of Somalia. 


The fighting, which began last Sunday, has been raging 
between the 4th, 8th, and 11th Divisions of the Somali 
Army and the gallant fighters of the SNM. 


By today, the liberation forces of the SNM had com- 
pletely liberated the Cadmeed mountains, Matabaan, 
and Guri Ceel [in Galguduud region] in the area 
defended by the 8th Division of the forces loyal to 
Mohamed Siad Barre’s regime. 


The Dagaari, Saddex Higle, and Bandiiradley areas [in 
Mudug Region], defended by the 4th and | Ith Divisions of 
the Somali Army, have also been liberated. Our reporter 
adds that al! these areas are on the national highway linking 
the north and south of the country. The highway is com- 
pletely closed to all traffic, except that permitted by the 
gallant SNM fighters on humanitarian grounds. 
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Uganda 


Government Claims Success in Reducing Inflation 


EA1612080889 Dakar PANA in English 1417 GMT 
14 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] Kampala, 14 Dec (UNA/PANA)}—Over 2.6 
billion U.S. dollars have been committed to Uganda's 
rehabilitation and development plans since 1986, and an 
addition of over 636 million dollars is in the pipeline 
following the donors conference which was held in Paris 
from 30th November to Ist December. This was 
revealed on Wednesday by minister of state for planning 
and economic development Matthew Rukikaire, at an 
ongoing economic seminar at the Kampala International 
Conference Centre. [passage omitted] 


Discussing economic stabilisation, the permanent secre- 
tary in the Ministry of Planning and Economic Devel- 
opment, Tumusiime Mutebile, said there had been 
notable successes in the area. He said by August 1988. 
inflation had peaked at 273.3 percent but within a year, 
it had been brought down to 66.7 percent. “The reduc- 
tion of inflation has been possible because considerable 
progress had been achieved in bringing the budget under 
control,” he pointed out. He said economic growth was 
encouraging and stood at 7.3 percent in 1988. 


Mutebile however said that Uganda's trade deficit, which 
was 68.5 million U.S. dollars in 1986, had deteriorated to 
353.2 million dollars in 1988. He attributed this to the 
increased import requirments for the country’s rehabilita- 
tion projects. Mutebile said the combination of a narrow tax 
base and poor tax administration had led government to 
initially rely heavily on foreign assistance. 
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Comoros’ Denard Arrives, To Negotiate Stay 


MB1512161089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Mercenary leader Bob Denard and more than 20 
of his men arrived in South Africa only moments ago. 
The group, which has held sway over the Indian Ocean 
islands since the murder cf President Ahmed Abdallah 
in November, flew out of the Comoran capital of Moroni 
this afternoon aboard a South African transport C-130. 
A South African foreign affairs spokesman said it had 
been agreed to allow the group transit through South 
Africa, but their continued stay would be negotiated. 


Further on Transit: Botha Delay 


MB1512161589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1611 
GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 15 SAPA—A chartered SAAF 
aircraft with mercenary leader Bob Denard and 21 of his 
compatriots on board landed at Jan Smuts Airport in 
Johannesburg at 5:30pm on Friday from the Comoros. A 
Department of Foreign Affairs source saic they were 
likely to be kept in transit at the airport and put on a 
flight to Europe as soon as possible. A final decision 
would be made once the minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, had arrived from Maputo where he and 
President F.W. de Kierk on Friday held talks with 
Mozanibican President Joaquim Chissano. 


Mr Botha was originally scheduled to address a press 
conference on the issue of the mercenaries fate at 
5:30pm, but this was postponed to 7:30pm as his depar- 
ture from Maputo was delayed. 


Botha News Conference Remarks 


MB1512192789 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1845 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[From the “Network” program] 


[Text] The latest news on the 22 mercenaries who 
arrived late this afternoon at Jan Smuts Airport from the 
Comoros is that most of them will be leaving within the 
next 48 hours for unknown destinations in Europe. 


Colonel Bob Denard is not included. 


Foreign Minister Pik Botha said this evening at a ne vs 
conference at the airport that Col Denard will remain in 
South Africa indefinitely while South Africa negotiates 
with France, where he should be going. Mr Botha empha- 
sized that he and the South African Government do not 
want the mercenaries or Col Denard in South Africa. He 
said they were allowed into South Africa after delibera- 
tions with the French Government and at the request of 
the people and the Comoros Government. He empha- 
sized that he dic not meet Col Denard and that he is also 
not planning to hold taiks with him. 
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Further on Botha News Conference 


MB1512213389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2100 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 15 SAPA—The South African 
Government trusts an interim government of national 
unity will be formed in the Comoros under the leader- 
ship of the acting president, SA Foreign Affairs Minister 
Mr Pik Botha said in a statement on Friday [words 
indistinct}. 


Such a government would ensure a peaceful transition 
and lead to [words indistinct} in which the people of the 
Comoros would be able to exercise their democratic right 
to elect a government of their choice, Mr Botha said. 


He said South Africa had been cooperating with the 
French Government and other parties with a “view to 
ensuring the peaceful transfer of power to the civilian 
authorities” in the Comoros. 


“Expatriate elements of the presidential guard agreed “0 
leave the islands and South Africa, in consultation with 
the French Government and with its apprc val and at the 
request of the Comoran authorities, is assisting in pro- 
viding logistical support in their withdrawal from the 
island and return to France.” Mr Botha said in the 
statement. 


He said it had also been agreed, again in consultation 
with the approval of the French Government and 
Comoran authorities, that South Africa would permit 
Col Bob Denard, and possibly some of his associates, to 
remain in South Africa on a temporary basis pending the 
outcome of further consultation with the French Gov- 
ernment about the ultimate destination of the persons 
concerned. 


Mr Botha emphasised in the statement that the South 
African Government would not support any individual, 


party or group. 


“As previously stated our involvement in the Comoros 
will be aimed solely at cooperation in fursiering the 
well-being of the people of the island and strengthening 
the ties between the two countries,” he said in the 
statement. 


“It was clear from our contact with the late President 
(Ahmed) Abdallah that it was his plan and wish to bring 
about a civilian government elected by the majority of 
the population of the Comoros. It is hoped that his wish 
will soon be realised.” 


No Visas for Mercenaries 


MBI5S12195589 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] The French mercenary leader, Mr Bob Denard, 
and 21 of the mercenaries who arrived at Jan Smuts 
Airport this evening on a special flight from the Comorus 
Islands, have indicated that they want to leave for Paris 
as soon as possible. 
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They were disarmed on arrival at the airport, and some 
were still in uniform. 


A foreign affairs spokesman said the department was 
receiving full cooperation from France in finalizing the 
flight details. He said no temporary visas would be 
issued. This implied that Mr Denard and his men would 
have to remain in transit at the airport. 


Mercenaries’ Reported 16 Dec Departure 
MB1612185489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1851 GMT 16 Dec 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 16 SAPA—AIl but four of the 
22 mercenaries who arrived in South Africa from the 
Comoros were scheduled to fly out of Jan Smuts Airport 
to Europe on Saturday night, the SUNDAY TIMES 
reports. Their leader, Bob Denard, and his second in 
command will be kept on “ice” at a secret address in 
Pretoria to await the outcome of urgent talks with the 
French Government. “They are unwelcome visitors and 
we want to get shut of them as soon as we can,” a senior 
source said in Pretoria on Saturday. 


One of the mercenaries—described as a “harmless book- 
keeper”—is married to a South African woman and will 
be granted temporary residence. Another will be given a 
transit visa to travel to Bophuthatswana. 


18 Mercenaries Leave: Denard Stays 


MB1612220789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2205 GMT 16 Dec 89 


[By Raphael Banda} 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 16 SAPA—Eighteen of the 22 
mercenaries who arrived in South Africa from the 
Comcros on Friday [15 Dec] flew out of the country on 
Saturday night, a foreign affairs spokeswoman con- 
firmed. Leader of the mercenary group Col Bob Denard 
was still in the country, together with two others, the 
spokeswoman said. She refused to disclose any informa- 
ticn as to the destination of the 18. She added that Col 
Denard and the other remaining mercenaries would 
“remain in South Africa until a decision is made about 
taeir destination.” She declined to divulge any informa- 
ton on their whereabouts and Cenied Col Denard was 
under guard at Jan Smuts Airpo" 


“There is progress in the matter as far as we are con- 
cerned,” she told SAPA. “We do anticipate all of the 
remaining four will be leaving South Africa soon.” 


The group of soldiers of fortune flew to South Africa on 
Friday as pressure mounted against their presence in the 
Comoros Island. They seized control of the island after 
the assassination of President Ahmed Abdallah Abdere- 
mane. South Africa swiftly declared the 22 were unwel- 
come visitors and pressed for their speedy departr're. 
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Delmas Trial Prisoners Leave Robben Island 


MB1512152489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1514 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Cape Town Dec 15 SAPA—The five Delmas 
trialists were released from Robben Island on Friday 
afternvon. Patrick “Terror” Lekota, Popo Molefe, Moss 
Chikane, Tom Manthata and Gcina Malindi left almost 
immediately for D.F. Malan Airport, bound for Johan- 
nesburg. 


“Speaking after the release of the five Delmas trialists. 
who were released from Robben Island on Friday after- 
noon after the appeal court overturned their conviction, 
Mr Lekota said: ‘We understand that in the struggle 
some sacrifices had to be made. If some came our way we 
accepted them as unavoidable. We have not sacrificed 
more than so many others have. 


“We do not feel bitter. We feel it is unfortunate that the 
last four and a half years have been lost to us.” 


Mr Lekeia said the years they spent in prison could have 
been used more profitably. However, he and his four 
fellow trialists remained members of the UDF and 
committed to the organisation's ideals.“ 


[Johannesburg SAPA in English at 1516 GMT on 15 
December, in a report datelined Cape Town and bylined 
Lorraine Braid, adds: “UDF [United Democratic Front] 
leader Patrick ‘Terror’ Lekota said they were not bitter 
about the four years they spent in prison.] 


Boesak Arrested on Group's Arrival 


MB1512200089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1912 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 15 SAPA—Dr Allan Boesak, 
the moderator ot the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, was arrested following scuffles after the 
arrival of the five Delmas Treason trialists freed on 
Friday. Dr Boesak was among a group which included 
lawyer Miss Caroline Nichols and various members of 
the press whose films and video tapes were also confis- 
cated. 


Earlier, singing and chanting inside the arrival hall prior 
to the arrival of the five was stopped by police. 


When the returnees entered the hall they were lifted 
shoulder high by a singing, ululating crowd. 


A member of the welcoming committee was bitten following 
the groups departure fiom the airport and Dr Boesak said he 
intervened to try and get the unnamed woman medical 
assistance. “I returned from New York today and now | 
have been arrested all because | wanted an injured woman 
to see a doctor,” Dr Boesak told SAPA. 
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UN Envoy Denounces General Assembly Declaration 
MB1512202289 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Remarks by Jeremy Shearer, RSA permanent represen- 
tative to the United Nations, on a UN General Assembly 
declaration, adopted on 14 December, proposing polit- 
ical change in South Africa; date and place not given: 
from the “Network” program—video recorded] 


[Text] The UN General Assembly has created a dan- 
gerous precedent. It has given itself the right to prescribe 
to the broad framework of any member's constitution. 
This is a flagrant violation of its Charter, which forbids 
interference in domestic matters. If the United Nations 
wants to send a clear and unambiguous message to South 
Africa, they could have dene it in a much better way. 


I find a second error in judgment in their use of the 
Harare Declaration as a basis for tis decision. More- 
over, they ignored the whole reform process in South 
Africa. At the same time, those who did recognize 
reforms in South Africa in their statements did not insist 
on including these facts in the General Assembly's dec- 
laration. In other words, principle has become the victim 
of consensus. 


Update on Inanda Violence, Peace Talks 


MB1712045689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1907 GMT 17 Dec 89 


[Text] Pietermaritzburg Dec 17 SAPA—After wide- 
spread fears of an upsurge in violence in Durban's 
Inanda Township this weekend, five people are believed 
to have died and at least one in Ntuzuma. 


Members of the security forces poured in to the northern 
townships of Durban over the weekend, and some resi- 
dents said it was the first Sunday in many weeks during 
which they heard no gunfighting. 


However, in Inanda’s Ohlange area, a local doctor said 
he saw two bodies near his surgery on Saturday morning 
[16 December]. A third burnt body was left near a bus 
depot. Residents said two more bodies were found along 
the main road. Meanwhile, the delicate peace in 
Mpumulanga near Pietermaritzburg, one of the flash- 
points in Natal’s township violence, is likely to be tested 
on Monday after weeks of negotiations to end the 
fighting between the two sides. 


As the death toll so far this mouth in Durban's townships 
nears 90, representatives of Inkatha and the UDF [United 
Democratic Front] in Mpumulanga are due to meet local 
industrialists on Monday morning for discussions on a joint 
reconstruction plan. This follows a crisis facing businesses 
in the area, including a turnover loss of about R10 million 
during a week of heavy fighting last month. 
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Industrialists have helped facilitate a series of joint peace 
meetings and have offered assistance in obtaining funds 
and skil's for upgrading and rebuilding the strife-torn 
township 


A news conference to outline the background to the 
peace process and to explain hopes for the future was 
called on Sunday, but only Inkatha representatives 
turned up. UDF representatives sent a message that they 
were unable to attend as a rally in the township earlier in 
the day did not produce a resolution giving them a 
mandate to participate. Inkatha representatives said they 
were disappointed the UDF did not 7 ‘ot said they 
“understood the oroblems”™ the ore» :s2 vas exrei- 
encing. They hoped the UDF rep: -.< atau.ve would be at 
Monday's meeting. An 'nkatha “ cial, Mr Daluxolo 
Luthuli, said UDF representatives . . red them that 
the organisation was still in favour of ine peace process, 
but the UDF youth felt they needed more time for 
consuliation at a grass roots level. 


Industrialists in Hammarsdale, near Pietermaritzburg, 
said if the peace process continued, and if both sides 
agreed, they would go out to obtain funds to help with 
reconstruction. Several local companies indicated they 
would give “quite a bit of money” to such a scheme. 


Meanwhile, SATV’s news on Sunday night reporied that 
one youth was abducted in Inanda while standing at a 
bus terminus. The kidnappers bundled him into a taxi, 
slit his throat while the vehicle was moving through the 
traffic in broad daylight, and then threw him out of the 
mini-bus. Four people were arrested in connection with 
the incident. 


18 Dec Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1812092989 


[Editorial Report] 


SATURDAY STAR 


Columnist Notes Need for Political Diversity—Joe 
Latakgomo writes in his “Write On!” column on page 10 
of Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR in English on 16 
December that “in spite of the state of emergency” 
extraparliamentary groups showed at the Conference for 
a Democratic Future that “repression has not dampened 
the spirit of the struggle.” The confererce was an 
“opportunity to show unity in action,” and an opportu- 
nity “to show white South Africa that if we have to, we 
can stand together against a common foe.” However, 
Latakgomo adds that “the principle of unity in action 
seems to have gone overboard.” “The fundamentai issue 
to be addressed is whether it is possible to have unity in 
spite of the ideological differences that exist between the 
various Organisations in this country.” He points out 
that if “one has to speak of a democratic future, how- 
ever, it is perhaps desirable that such diversity exists, 
and continues to exist, in our country. It is this diversity 
that will enrich democracy.” 
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SUNDAY STAR 


Negotiations Already Under Way— ‘While the world and 
many home-grown politicians call for negotiations to get 
under way in South Africa, the process has already begun,”’ 
declares the page 10 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY 
STAR in English on !7 December. Nelson Mandela’s 
meeting with F.W. de Klerk this week was “just one mani- 
festation of a complex exercise in atmosphere-building and 
talks about talks. Of course, the process needs to move 
swiftly to more substantive issues but for the moment South 
Africans of all political persuasions could use the time to 
re-examine their entrenched assumptions.” The African 
National Congress’s (ANC) “‘six preconditions to negotia- 
tions at first appeared to be cast in concrete. In fact, it now 
appears from statements made by Mr Walter Sisulu that the 
ANC and its allies may be prepared to meet Mr de Klerk 
before all the preconditions have been met. It may be that 
the preconditions were too prescriptive even to serve the 
ANC’s purpose.”” SUNDAY STAR believes “seldom in the 
last 40 years has the situation been more fluid or more 
er.couraging than it is on the eve of the Nineties.” 


Columnist Links Police To Hit Squad Group— On page 13 
Jon Qwelane writes in his “Just Jon” column that the police 
have “still not cracked a single hit-squad murder in all the 
decades that such savagery and barbarity have taken place.” 
“The available evidence suggests that very senior policemen 
not oni; knew all along what was happening but were part of 
it. Which, in itself, suggests that the existence of hit squads 
within the police force was tolerated.” Qwelane remarks 
that “very strangely, the police tell us a ‘far-rightwing’ 
murder group may exist after all. Very odd, isn’t it, that the 
group’s alleged existence comes right at the time when the 
spotlight of murder squad allegations rests sharply on the 
police? My own view is that if allegations already known 
about some police activities in the murder business are true, 
and if a far-rightwing hit group truly exists—why do the 
arrested suspects have police links, by the way?—then the 
police and that group have so much in common they may be 
the same thing.” 


SUNDAY TIMES 


*‘Unchoreographed’ Move Toward Negotiations— 
Referring to the meeting between Nelson Mandela and 
F.W. de Klerk at Tuynhuys Johannesburg SUNDAY 
TIMES in English on 17 December says in a page 22 
editorial: ‘What we’re seeing are the beginnings of a still 
unchoreographed mating dance that is slowly, awk- 
wardly, drawing in the diverse forces in our politics.’ “In 
the wings yet more developments are taking place: Black 
Consciousness adherents with ANC-leaning Charterists 
and (enier the homelands) General Holomisa is flirting 
with the ANC and talking about undoing the Transkei’s 
‘independence’. It’s a complex, unstructured process, but 
its existence is undeniable.” It is “gratifying” that South 
Africans are “making a start, tentative, untidy and even 
unacknowledged though it may be.” 
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THE STAR 


Black Housing ‘Crisis’\—Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 18 December states in a page 10 editorial: 
“The greying of Johannesburg has been a sorry tale...of 
subterfuge, exploitation, rent abuse, neglect and deteri- 
Oration, with no end in sight. It is made worse by 
governmental inaction.” While “there is no quick answer 
to the spread of slums” the government “must admit 
that group areas and even free settlement 2reas concen- 
trate the problem, that lack of black repr>sentation in 
government means weighted decisions and that inade- 
quate sums for housing have created a chronic crisis. In 
the new South Africa, this disgraceful situation must be 
tackled with utmost urgency.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Doctors, Nurses Shortage Crisis Needless—*‘The 
shortage of doctors and nurses in South Africa is bad 
enough without an artificially created crisis causing 
major staff problems for one of Johannesburg’s main 
hospitals,” remarks Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 18 December in a page 6 editorial. The 
Witwatersrand University medical school has refused to 
back down on its decision to withdraw its personnel 
from the J.G. Strijdom Hospital because control has 
been transferred from “general affairs” to white “own 
affairs.” BUSINESS DAY claims that “at a time when 
racial restrictions are rapidly disappearing from »ublic 
life, often with government’s co-operation, it is surely 
possible even at this late stage for the authorities to 
engineer a compromise.” 


SOWETAN 


Editorial Notes End of Delmas Trial—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 18 December says in its page 6 
editorial: “The lengthy and infamous Delmas trial came to 
an end on Friday with the final release of all the accused. 
And at considerable expense to the State and taxpayer.” 
‘‘Leading lawyers and observors were aghast at the public 
difference in style and interpretation of the law between the 
judge and his assessor.” Five of the Delmas trialists were 
released after spending 4 years in prison and SOWETAN 
feels “bitterly aggrieved at the fact that the accused had to 
suffer so much pain and frustration.” 


RAPPORT 


Time To Release Mandela—Johannesburg RAPPORT in 
Afrikaans on 17 December says in page 24 editorial: 
‘*Reform with a free Mandela has thus far been problem- 
atic for the government; reform without a free Mandela 
will now be more of a problem....” “It was an important 
indication from (Mandela) that he has given his support 
for a peaceful resolution of political issues.” “‘It is still 
unclear, however, whether his political agenda con- 
cerning the ultimate aim has changed.” “Whatever the 
reasons for not freeing Mandela before, there 's now the 
risk that if it is postponed any longer, the multitude of 
competing and conflicting forces in black politics will 
render the climate for reform unfavorable.” 
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Comoros 


France To Provide Military Assistance 


AU1512134189 Paris AFP in English 1323 GMT 
15 Dec 89 


[Text] Paris, Dec 15 (AFP)}—France is to give the 
Comoros Islands military assistance at the request of its 
interim president Said Djohar, the Foreign Ministry said 
here Friday [15 December]. 


It noted with satisfaction that mercenary leader Bob 
Denard and his accomplices had left the islands earlier in 
the day, after 50 French paratroopers flew in to Moroni 
to take control of the mercenary-led presidential guard. 


The ministry hoped the Comoran people would be able 
quickly to exercise their basic rights and express their 
choice in a free and democratic election, and said that 
was the goal of French policy and action in the three 
weeks since the mercenaries took charge with the Presi- 
dential Guard after the November 26 assassination of 
President Ahmed Abdallah. 


Mr. Djohar, head of the Supreme Court and acting 
president under the Constitution, said at the beginning 
of December there would be presidential elections 
within 40 days. 


French Military Operation Begins Disengagement 


AB1512152989 Paris AFP in French 1430 GMT 
15 Dec 89 


[Text] Mayotte, 15 Dec (AFP)}—The military operation 
“Oside,” which commenced in Mayotte on 9 December 
and went into its active phase today at 0740 (0440 
GMT), began the disengagement phase this afternoon, it 
was learned from military sources in Mayotte. The 
exercise has accomplished the mission that had been 
assigned to it, according to the same sources. 


This exercise had been decided upon by the government 
in the event of the repatriation of the 1,600 French 
nationals in Comoros in order to ensure their security. 


Mayotte Reports Departure of Denard, Mercenaries 


EA1512190889 Mayotte Comoros Radio France 
Overseas in French 1600 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Excerpts] They have finally left. They refers to Bob 
Denard and some 25 mercenaries who had stayed with 
him. In fact, they left the Comoros today at 1300 [1000 
GMT]. The mercenaries boarded a South African mili- 
tary plane, a Hercules 730, and headed for South Africa, 
where, according to a diplomatic source, they have to 
remain in transit for some days at least before leaving for 
an unidentified destination. [passage omitted] 


This is not what I expected, Bob Denard said in a weak 
voice, before boarding the plane. A few hours earlier, 
during a ceremony which was an unofficial hand-over of 
power, 5JU French parachutists, who had arrived from 
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Mayotte aboard five Puma helicopters, took over from 
the mercenaries who headed the Presidential Guard. 
This parallel army of more than 600 troops led by Bob 
Denard had reigned over the archipelago for over 11 
years 


After alighting from the helcopters, the 25 Red Berets 
took up positions along the runway. Accompanied by the 
French military attache in Moroni, Col (Vieillard), the 
head of the detachment approached Bob Denard. The 
latter extended his hand, but his gesture did not get any 
response. There were neither handshakes nor military 
salutes. After a brief conversation, Bob Denard moved 
toward the end of the runway, while the commander of 
the parachutists’ unit approached the soldiers of the 
Presidential Guard, who presented arms. 


We should, however, note a small diplomatic incident 
that occurred at Moroni Airport, at (Haya). The head of 
the South African mission in the Comoros, Marco Boni, 
felt that he had been completely ignored by the French 
authorities. Visibly offended, he indicated that he would 
officially protest to the French ambassador, before 
adding: It is thanks to us that all this is happening. 


Gendarmerie To Form Presidential Guard 


EA1512191389 Mayotte Comoros Radio France 
Overseas in French 1600 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] The Presidential Guard will be represented by the 
Comorian Gendarmerie, under the supervision of the 
French police. The Comorian Army has been [word 
indistinct] dissolved. 


In Paris, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has confirmed 
that France has agreed to give military assistance to the 
archipelago, at the request of the acting president of the 
Comoros, Said Djohar. The duration of the assistance 
will be decided upon jointly. The French authorities 
have noted with satisfaction the departure from the 
Comoros of Bob Denard and the armed group he was 
leading. 


France wishes that the Comorian people will soon be in 
a position to exert their fundamental rights and express 
their policies through free and democratic consultation. 
This has been the goal of its efforts and actions all along, 
in recent weeks. 


French Troops To Remain for ‘1-2 Yeers’ 


LD1612124189 Paris Domestic Servi e in French 
1200 GMT 16 Dec 89 


[Text] In the Comoros, followins, the return to Paris 
yesterday of many French mercer aries and the departure 
of their leader, Bob Denard, to South Africa, the French 
troops are controlling the ‘situation on the spot in 
Moroni. At a news conference, Said Johar, the archipel- 
ago’s interim president. stressed that the French troops 
will remain for 2 period of 1-2 years to assist and train 
the Comoran Armed Forces. 
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Michel Rocard, who is on a visit in Africa, explained the 
French intevention; France, the prime minister said, 
acted in order to assume the security of its citizens. As 
for Defense Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenemnet, he 
seemed very saisfied with this action. The mission, he 
said, has been achieved in an exemplary way. 


AFP Reports ‘Total Calm’ Prevailing in Moroni 


AB1612172789 Paris AFP in French 1222 GMT 
16 Dec 89 


[By AFP special corre *»ondent Michel Sailhan] 


[Text] Moroni, 16 Di 2 (AFP)}—Total calm prevailed 
today in the Comoros, where a detachment of the French 
forces have begun its “training mission” of the Armed 
Forces of the archipelago after the departure last night of 
Bob Denard and his men. The 190 soldiers, sent to 
Moroni in Transall aircraft and Puma helicopters yes- 
terday following a request for assistance from Said 
Djohar, the acting Comoran president, have taken con- 
trol of the barracks of Grande-Comoros and the muni- 
tion stockpile, it was learned from informed sources. 
According to the same sources there were no incidents. 


The arrival yesterday morning of the French troops and 
the departure for South Africa a few hours later of Bob 
Denard and 21 Belgian and French mercenaries caused 
no crowd movement, it was observed here. “The inhab- 
itants are observing the mourning period,” said one 
inhabitant of the capital to explain the population’s 
silence. A 40-day mourning period was, in fact, declared 
after the death of President Ahmed Abdallah on 26 
November under unexplained circumstances. It was 
after this murder that Bob Denard had ordered the 
regular army, the Comoran Armed Forces (FAC), dis- 
armed, thus giving the Presidential Guard exclusive 
control over the archipelago. 


Out of the 190 men dispatched to Moroni, there are 140 
from the 2lst RPIMA (Marine Paratroop Regiment) 
who will rapidly leave Comoros, it was learned from 
diplomatic sources. Only 50 officers and warrant officers 
of the DAMI (Military Assistance and Instruction 
Detachment), charged with training and reorganizing the 
Comoran torces, were expected to remain. 


The four warships stationed off Moroni, including the 
command and logistical-support ship “LA MARNE” as 
part of the same operation, have sailed from the 
Comoran coast and were no longer visible in the capital 
this morning. Two of them, the corvette “LE PROTET” 
and the light supply ship “LA GRANDIORE,” returned 
to the French island of Mayotte this morning. 


The reorganization of the Comoran Armed Forces will 
particularly aim at avoiding the risk of creating an “‘army 
within an army,” like the Presidential Guard which for 
11 years was controlled by Bob Denard and consisted of 
500 soldiers, that is, as large as the Comoran Army itself. 
The Presidential Guard would, therefore, be reduced to 
playing a representative role with a reduced number of 
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soldiers and the remaining elements of this force would 
be redistributed between the FAC and the Gendarmerie 
(500 men), according to informed sources. 


Said Djohar, the acting Comoran president, on the night 
of 15 December requested French military assistance “to 
ensure the country’s external security” in accordance 
with the defense agreement that links the two countries, 
Mr Djohar stated at a news conference yesterday 
evening. Mr Djohar added that “free and democratic” 
presidential elections would be organized in the 
Comoros in the presence of observers [passage indis- 
tinct] with the government, meeting at the People’s 
Palace, to contemplate the country’s political future after 
the murder of President Ahmed Abdallah and the depar- 
ture of the mercenaries. 


About 100 demonstrators, mainly belonging to the Dem- 
ocratic Front, and supporters of the ex-president, Ali 
Soihli, demonstrated noisily during this meeting, 
accusing the government of convening only the “barons 
of the regime.” One militant of the National Coordi- 
nating Committee for an Alternative Party in Comoros 
(CNPAC, Soihlists) commented that the “power is still 
in the family.” 


As a sign of the easing of the tension in Comoros’ 
political life, Moustoifa Said Cheikh, the secretary gen- 
eral of the Democratic Front, jailed since 1985. was 
released yesterday, the movement announced in a com- 
munique. Moustoifa Said Cheikh had been accused of 
involvement in an attempted coup d’etat against Presi- 
dent Abdallah. 


Opposition Leader Mustapha Said Cheikh Freed 


AB1612131589 Paris AFP in English 1241 GMT 
16 Dec 89 


[Text] Moroni, Dec 16 (AFP)}—Comroran opposition 
leader Mustapha Said Cheikh, sentenced to life impris- 
onment in 1985 for a coup bid, was freed Friday by the 
authorities, according to a statement issued Saturday by 
his party. 


Mr. Cheikh, leader of the banned democratic front, was 
jailed after a November 1985 trial on charges of taking 
part in a coup bid against President Ahmed Abdallah, 
the head of a single-party state who was assassinated last 
November 26. 


Bob Denard, the French mercenary who effectively ran 
the Comoros for almost three weeks after the murder 
before being forced out Friday by France and South 
Africa, last week, said he favored the release of Mr. 
Cheikh. 


Political life resumed in the Indian Ocean Republic 
Friday when acting president Said Djohar chaired a 
meeting of political parties. He has said that presidential 
elections will probably be held within the 40 days laid 
down by the Constitution following the death of Mr. 
Abdallah. 
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About 100 demonstrators, notably democratic front sup- 
porters, protested noisily outside the People’s Assembly 
Building against being left out of the debate. 


Several other unofficial opposition groups exist, mainly 
based in France, from which the Comoros declared 
unilateral independence in 1975, leaving only the Island 
of Mayotte as a French dependency after a 1974 refer- 
endum. 


France used Mr. Denard first to oust Mr. Abdallah in 
1975 and then to restore him in 1978, while south Africa, 
which also has interests here, paid for his presi4ential 
guard run by nearly 30 French and Belgian mercenaries. 


An informed source said Saturday that South Africa had 
already tried months ago to pay off Mr. Denard, but the 
60-year-old mercenary—who had converted to Islam 
and married a local woman—did not understand that 
changing political circumstances were putting paid to his 
services. 


Demonstrations Banned on Grand-Comore 


EA1712200889 Moroni Domestic Service in French 
1700 GMT 17 Dec 89 


[Text] We start the bulletin with the decree of the Njazidja 
[Grande-Comore] governor. (?7The decree) prohibits any 
public demonstration on the island. According to the 
decree, any public demonstration in public places is prohib- 
ited (?0n the island) of Njazidja. [passage indistinct] 


Mozambique 


South Africa’s De Klerk Meets Chissano, Departs 


MB1512182389 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Report by correspondent Teresa Lima] 


[Text] President Chissano said today changes in both 
Mozambique and South Africa might contribute toward 
the beginning of a new era for all of southern Africa. 
Speaking after a 3-hour luncheon meeting with President 
de Klerk and at the beginning of talks between the two 
countries’ delegations, Chissano said an exchange of 
views was important to improve cooperation between 
Mozambique and South Africa and between the two 
countries and the region. 


Frederik de Klerk spoke of South Africa’s participation 
in the regional economic cooperation, stressing that his 
country maintained a constructive position on southern 
Africa. 


Today’s meeting, which is the second between the two 
statesmen, seems to have centered on economic issues 
and the impact of events in central and eastern Europe, 
Africa in general, and the Mozambican peace process. 


De Klerk, addressing a news conference before departing 
Maputo this evening, categorically denied the South 
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African Government provided any kind of support to the 
armed bandits operating in Mozambique. He said, how- 
ever, that he could not control private sectors that 
organized and carried products and planned flights to 
support Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance]. 


De Klerk said he was unaware of the recent statement by 
his defense minister, Magnus Malan, when asked to 
comment by Mozambique Radio. Malan early this 
month confirmed that his forces had been involved in 
destabilization acts against neighboring countries. De 
Klerk said: I do not see things that way. I have been a 
government member for many years, and we have never 
adopted a destabilization policy. 


The South African head of state supported the exchange 
of views between the countries of the region to improve 
bilateral and multilateral cooperation and to promote 
reconciliation where it is lacking. 


President Chissano told about 60 local and foreign 
newsmen present that he supported changes to eliminate 
apartheid and racial discrimination in South Africa. 


On whether South African support to the armed baidits 
had stopped, President Chissano stressed that he 
believed that in recent months the South African Gov- 
ernment had not shown evidence of this. He pointed out, 
however, that it was difficult to say that supplies from 
South Africa had stopped. President de Klerk himself is 
not very sure of this, Chissano stressed. 


SAPA Reports Talks 


MB1512184089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1836 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] Maputo Dec 15 SAPA—State President F.W. de 
Klerk said he and Mozambican President Joaquim Chis- 
sano would build on the “practical arrangement” they 
reached at their meeting in Maputo on Friday. 


Summing up their talks—that lasted almost five hours— 
at a joint news conference afterwards, Mr de Klerk said, 
“I think we have a practical arrangement which will 
continue”. 


The two countries would concentrate on improving 
bilateral cooperation, especially “the situation on the 
ground” for the improved flow of goods and people. 


Mr de Klerk said the talks had been conducted on the 
basis of non-interference in the two countries internal 
affairs. 


Mr Chissano said he believed there had been positive 
political changes in South Africa during Mr de Klerk’s 
term as president. 


The South African Government “should build on them 
for more change. This would be in the interest of all”. 


No minority would be oppressed by a majority in a 
future political dispensation in South Africa, Mr Chis- 
sano said. 
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The government should build on the platform it had 
established for dismantling apartheid, and should not 
allow itself to be guided by conservative forces. 


Mr de Kierk declined to be drawn on the subject of the 
release of Nelson Mandela, saying he had not made the 
contents of his talks with Mr Mandela public. 


Replying to further questions, Mr de Klerk said his 
government did not assist Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] “in any way whatsoever”. 


He could not categorically state this did not happen in 
the private sector, because the sector was “free to lodge 
flight plans”. The South African Government however 
opposed aid to Renamo and would “take steps so it does 
not happen”. 


South Africa pursued a constructive approach in its 
southern African relations, Mr de Klerk said. 


“We have never adopted a policy of destabilisation.” 


It was in the common interest of regional states to 
cooperate economically. 


Mr de Klerk said there was “no question” about the 
South African Defence Forces’ loyalty to his govern- 
ment. There was no rift between the two. 


The sub-continent should take cognisance of the impact 
of recent development in central and eastern Europe, 
and cooperate in the economic sphere, Mr de Klerk said. 


He said the talks had been “frank, open, positive and 
constructive”. It followed on their July 19 meeting, when 
he was National Party leader, in Maputo. 


Mr de Klerk was accompanied by the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, the deputy foreign affairs min- 
ister, Mr Leon Wessels, and senior officials. 


They returned to South Africa immediately after the 
conference, and were seen off at Maputo’s airport by a 
smiling President Chissano. 


Chissano Discusses Tal} . 


MB1512194689 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 15 Dec 89 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano said in Maputo 
today that the South African Government and President 
Frederik de Klerk must increase their efforts to end 
every assistance rendered to the armed bandits coming 
from South Africa. 
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Chissano was addressing newsmen after about 4 and '2 
hours of talks with the South African head of state. 


President Frederik de Klerk told newsmen categorically 
that the South African Government does not give any 
kind of support to the so-called Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance]. De Kierk admitted, however, that 
private sources inside South Africa could be supporting 
the armed bandits who operate in Mozambique. He 
added that his government opposes this and intends to 
take reasonable measures to prevent it from happening. 


The South African president, who has already returned 
to his country, came to Maputo this morning for a 
working visit He held talks with his Mozambican coun- 
terpart which ~°ntered on various issues in southern 
Africa. 


Chissano Leaves for Talks With Zimbabwe's Mugabe 


MB1612140889 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 16 Dec 89 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano left Maputo for 
Harare this afternoon for a meeting with his Zimba- 
bwean counterpart, Robert Mugabe. 


The talks hetween the two leaders are expected to center 
on efforts to restore peace in Mozambique. 


Zimbabwe 


Mozambique’s Chissano Arrives on ‘Short Stopover’ 


MB1612161089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1600 
GMT 16 Dec 89 


[Text] Harare Dec 16 SAPA—Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano arrived in Harare for a consultative 
meeting with Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe, 
ZIANA, the national news agency reports. 


Zimbabwe Foreign Affairs Minister Nathan Shamu- 
yarira said the consultative meeting would cover bilat- 
eral, international and regional issues. He said Mr Chis- 
sano would meet Mr Mugabe on Saturday evening at the 
international! conference centre after a short stop over on 
his way from Zambia were he met Mr Kenneth Kaunda. 


Mr Chissano is going to Cape Verde for a meeting of 
African leaders from Portuguese speaking countries. 


Mr Chissano met South African State President Mr F.W. 
de Klerk on Friday [15 Dec]. 


